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Simplicity in design, ease 
of installation, reliability, 
unobtrusive appearance, 
full, distributed sound 
coverage within a specified 
budget—if asked to 
describe the qualities of a 
good distributed sound 
system, these are the basic 
attributes that would satisfy 
most sound contractors. 

However, distributed sound 
system components 
designed solely around 
these qualities are 
becoming inadequate for 
another key group: 
customers. End-users are 
looking for one more 
quality that ordinary 
distributed sound 
systems, by nature, simply 
do not provide. The missing 
attribute is fidelity. The 
recent prevalence of high 
fidelity sound, from 
cinemas to foreground 
music situations, has 
created the demand for 
higher fidelity in nearly 
every sound application. 
That demand has been 
driven by a generation of 
end-users accustomed to 
high fidelity sound in their 
homes. 

In fact, one answer was 
derived directly from the 
home stereo system. But 
distributed sound systems 
consisting of small 
home-type speakers 
mounted in ceilings or 
walls are costly and 
difficult to install, raising 
critical safety issues as 
well. Moreover, they are 
usually obtrusive and may 
not be sufficiently reliable 
for long-term installed use. 

In short, this makeshift 
fidelity approach simply 
does not meet the sound 
contractor's basic 
parameters for a good 
commercial distributed 
sound system. 

A leader in the home, 
professional, and studio 
recording sound industries, 
JBL challenged the 
long-standing assumption 
that distributed sound 
systems could achieve 
necessary commercial 
parameters only at the 
expense of fidelity. Backed 
by 60 years of experience 
in loudspeaker engineering 
and one of the world's most 
sophisticated loudspeaker 
manufacturing facilities, 
JBL is uniquely capable of 
turning out a high-end 
commercial speaker for a 
reasonable price. 


